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Governor Kulongoski Lures Feature Film Production

Dregon film crews and lecal vendars ara currently warking on a featura film antitled *Nearing Graca®
thanks to an incentive offered by the State of Oregon to compete with production savings oMered in
Canadas. Governar Ted Kulangoski appraved the usa af Strategic Reserve Funds ta defray producticn
costs o recruit the film and its production jebs to Sregan,

The Cregon Film & Wideo Office has been providing location and logistical assistance to the film for
nearly a year, and applied far the incentiva through the Gregan Economic and Community Develapmant
[Lapartmant

“Building tha film industry in Oregon is a major part of my aconomic devalopmaent agenda,” said
Governor Kulongoskl, “Film production means milliens of dollars in diract spanding, increased tounsm,
and high paying _'iI}!]‘E-. [ arm determinad to rmaks Jregaon campetitive with Canada and other states For
this business. We |l do that through the creation of incentive progrems that will help attract new
production to Gregan,”

"Hearing Grace” is 8 comming of age drama that stars Gregory Smith, ["Everwoosd,” “& Wrinkle in Time,”
“The Patriot™) David Morse, ("The Green Mile,” “"Contact,” *The Rock™) Jordana Brewster, ("The Fast
and the Furious,” “As tha World Turns,” *all My Childran®} and Ashley lohnsan ("What Wamen Want,*
"Erowing Fains One and Twa,” "The Failures™) It is the stary of an eccentric high schaal senior, who is
deaply affacted by the death of his mather and is searching for meaning while dealing with his family
and an awkward lova triangle,

Susan lahnsan and Rick Resanthal of Whitewater Films are preducing “Nearing Grace,” with Rasenthal
alse diracting,  Thay will be shooting for five weeks in and around the Portland area.  The script was
written by Jacol Estes,

Producer Susan lahnsan says, “We appreciate the Govemar's incantive offer to help us to film in
Dregon. While this was our first chaice lor the production on a creative basis, like any business it's
glways the battom line that makes the difference. 'We're thrilled to be back in Oregon agein and laok
forward to a continwed great relationship.”

Thig is the sacond time Whitewater has coma bo Oregen to film. Last sumrmar the company shot "Maan
Crask,” starmng Acry Culkin, in Clackamas County. “Maan Creek” was a critical favarite at tha
prestigious Cannas Film Festival in France and the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah,
Paramount Classics is releasing the film later this manth.

“Mearing Grace” is tha third film recruited to Oregon with an incentive offer, Tha State is in the process
of devaloping a package of Tormal incentive pragrams te bring in mare film production jobs.

Oregon has hosted five other feature film productions this year, including Orearmwarks” “The Ring [1.°
and Indapendent films “Denut Hele,” “Caught in the Act,” "Sisters,” and “Are Wa Thara Yat.”
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