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We ought to be in pictures

Million-dollar wonde ix the Eind of project Cheegon hopes Ty Tive

By AMANDA PENMELLY  Issue date: Fri, Jul 186, 2004

T Trifrune

Gow. Ted Kulongoski strefched out his hand @0 Hollywosd this week, as
independent production company Whitew ater Films announced officially
what inner Mortheast neighbors have known for weeks:

Sturmptawn agmn his been tromsfommed e Tinseliown,

Or, m the case of this 51 million project, Mew Jersey.

Large semiirucks and bundles of cables and comeras hove crowded the arca
arcunkd an otherwise unassuming Irvington home 1o film “Mearing Orace” —a
mevie about an outlandish Jersey teenager struggling with his mother's death.

Crrepory Smith (of TV series “Everwood” fome) stars in the film, along with
David Morse “The Green Mile™), Jordana Brewster (" The Fast and the
Furious™) and Ashley Johnson (7What Women Want™).

This i= Whitewater's secoomd |"i||'|1i1111, endeavor in Liregon in the it B
vears, Whitewater producer Susan Johnson said Wednesday, The production
company flmed “Meon Creek”™ along the sweampy Lewis and Clackamaos
nwvers last vear.

“It really come down o famibanty with the crew,” suid Johnson, who added
that abowt 60 percent of those working on the film are (wegonians, “The no-
sales-tax thing also helped ws a lot™

Lummg Hollvwood neeth hos been on Cregon’s agenda for the last few
yiears, atcordmg o Kulongosks, who met with Nilm isdustry representatives
Los Angeles mn 2003 to see how the state could make tself o senous movie
contemder,

“Films are a clean mdustry and a tremendous economic dnver,” the
povermior sad,

The ﬂ':'fl."lj,q.:-ﬂ Film and Yideo Office — ihe w.:lTEiLﬂi.-"il.'I'il.H"l that oviersoes Linegon
film projects — plans to beef up ots ability to entice smaller productions ke
“Mearing Orace” when the Oregon Production Investiment Fund goes into
eflect in 2005, saud the office’s executive director, Yeromica Rinard.

The fund will give o 10 pereent rebate, up i 3230000 per fbm or $30,000
per TV episode, o prodisction companies for any spending they do in Ovegon

“Is funded by giving tax credits to people — any pivate investors — whe
eonirbute o the fnd,” Rinand s

But becauss of the rebate cap, it™s daflicult for Oregon to go afler the bigger
films

T respomd 1o that sethack, Chegon Film i= in the middle of launching a
three-purt project called Greenhight Cregon.

Louisiana's a leader

According o Rinard, the fivst piece of Greenlight Oregon gives filmmakers
g 10 percent rebate from the state on money they spend on local vendors for
things hike set desgn, cotermg and other Dlming supplies

Phase two of Greenhight, a labor rebate, will be ntrodweed 1o state
legislators nest sesston. A loan program — where the state would piggvback
an loans :1|||.".'||J:L' |._.':i'|'-|:|"| o filmmakers — is in s fommative aliges and makes
up the final phase of the project.
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But even with all these new film mdustny meentives, Oregon won't be
leading the pack for film locales anviime =con, Louisiana, for example,
plaved host o 16 movies over the Last vear and a hall — Oregon boasts five.

“Oregen doesnt have the political will 1o do whet they re domg,” Rinard
said, referving 1o states such as Louisiana that actually Jose momey on soime of
thetr movie deals.

A matter of cosnmmy

Rinard conceded that there is some concemn aboul Cregon getling into a
bidding war m which the state could lose ts moneymaking edge, bul she said
Chegon’s relatmship with Hollvwood 15 one that will erente revenue

“I won't ask bor something if we don't get anything back. There comes a
point when the bidding stops becaese the parinershap oo Jonger mokes
eoconimic sense,” she said

“Mone of the Greenlight projects cost the state fund snvthing — they are all
revenue neutrl.”

In the meantime, smaller film proqects hke “Meanmg Grace™ are finding o
niche here.

“Each Greenlight project makes il easier o come to Oregon,” said Rick
Bosenthal, director of “Mearing Grace.”

The governoer spd that the state hos pot $100,000 from vorions sourees il
“Meanng Grace.”

And Whitewater Films alrendy has four scripts in the works, smd producer
Susan lohns=en

“We're defimtely looking al Oregon,” she smd. “We're even looking at
rewniting one aof the senpis so we can actually call it Portland.”
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